
Assignment Description for 

Survey of Computers in Schools

Christy Keeler, Ph.D.
Assignment: Instructional Software Evaluations

Due Date: March 7, 2007

Description:

This assignment requires you complete 1.) two instructional software evaluations using the online form, and 2.) one reflection paper. The forms and reflection are due in hard copy no later than the beginning of class on March 7.

Do not use any of the software presented or evaluated in class (these are listed in the lesson plan). Also, try not to duplicate evaluations of software your peers are completing. If you know another student is working with a specific piece of software, please choose a different piece. Contact me if this poses a problem.

Instructional software is available for check out at the public libraries in the childrens’ sections and in UNLV’s Curriculum Materials Library. Note that you may not load software from the CML on their machines; however, you can check them out and load them (for evaluating purposes only) on machines in CEB 309A, CEB 211, and CEB 212. Be sure to delete all remnants of the software when you finish evaluating. You may also purchase software, but know that the less expensive warehouses often have a 4-12 week delivery time.

When choosing software, please ensure your selections meet the following guidelines:

· Must be designed for educational purposes;

· Must be geared toward students between PreK and Grade 8;

· Must be designed to be an instructional, not a productivity, tool;

· Must be available in either floppy, laserdisc, CD, or DVD format; and,

· Must be a computer-based application (e.g., not a toy with an embedded microprocessor or ROM chip).

For the reflection piece, type a one-to-two page paper describing your experiences with and feelings about the instructional software you used in class and as part of this assignment. Be sure to address software titles from both experiences. Explain why you preferred certain pieces and what you disliked about others. Tell whether you plan to use any of the software you evaluated in your future classroom and describe the circumstances under which you would use those pieces.

Instructional Software Assignment Expectations

Name: __________________________________ 

	Assignment
	Features
	Self-

Eval
	Expectations
	Your Score

	Evaluations
	
	
	Total:
	____/30

	
	Evaluation 1
	· 
	· Software meets assignment specifications (Required)

· Responses are correct, thorough, and professionally recorded on assigned form (8)

· Evaluation provides enough information to make decisions about consideration for use (7)
	____/15

	
	Evaluation 2
	· 
	· Software meets assignment specifications (Required)

· Responses are correct, thorough, and professionally recorded on assigned form (8)

· Evaluation provides enough information to make decisions about consideration for use (7)
	____/15

	Reflection
	
	
	Total:
	____/15

	
	Content
	· 
	· Honest and thorough (1)

· Clearly justifies choices (1)

· Addresses future use of the software and circumstances for use (2)

· Identifies elements of preference and dislike for the products (1)

· Shows genuine knowledge of the programs (1)

· Includes software from in- and out-of-class reviews (2)

· Provides critical analysis of usefulness in elementary-level instructional settings (2)
	____/10

	
	Technical Features
	· 
	· Professionally formatted (3)

· Free of errors (2)
	____/5



































If you are unclear about any aspect of this assignment, contact me immediately at ckeeler@unlv.nevada.edu








